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NMSU Events

ICT Training Services
September 7 WebCT in a Day
September 8 WebCT 4.1 Upgrade
September 9 WebCT in a Day
September 10 WebCT Calendar
September 16 WebCT Quiz
September 21 Editing Web Files
Using Front Page

September 23 WebCT in a Day
September 24 WebCT Content
Module

September 29 Respondus

2004 Distance Education Conference

Collaborating for New Possibilities

The NMSU College of Extended Learning (formerly Office of Distance Education) will hold the
2004 Distance Education Conference: Collaborating for New Possibilities on Thursday, October 14
and Friday October 15,2004 in Milton Hall on the NMSU campus in Las Cruces, NM. This
conference will highlight how teaching and learning in distance education can be enhanced
through technology integration and partnerships which reach across towns and oceans to
enrich higher education with views from different cultures and perspectives. All faculty are
invited to attend the conference.

Pre-Conference Workshop—A pre-conference workshop will be held on October 14 from 9:00-
12:00 by Les Howles from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His workshop will focus on
design principles for selecting, creating, and evaluating visuals for instructional applications.

Visit the Faculty area of the DE site
[http://www.nmsu.edu/distance]
and click the Professional
Development link for these and
other events.

Keynote address— Keynote speaker Les Howles will discuss Paradigm Busters: Instructional
Design Strategies for Online Learning. Les Howles will illustrate how old instructional design
paradigms creep into the design process and result in less engaging and less effective learning
experiences.Instead of promoting radical changes in educational philosophy or in the way we
teach, the presenter explores practical strategies and techniques to improve the instructional
desion process. National & International
Presentations—Presentations and panel discussions will include topics such as“On Becoming a Events

Distance Education Teacher,” “From Chaos to Consortium: Charting a Path to Success”and September 10-14 SuperOp! 2004
“Collaboration Does Work.” Lillestrom, Norway

September 13-15 Int'l Forum for
Women in E-Learning (IFWE)
Phoenix, Arizona

September 14-16 ALT-C 2004, 11th
International Conference Exeter,
Devon, England

September 14-16 Multimedia,
Internet and Video Technologies,

4th International Conference Izmir,
Turkey

Sep 20-22 Middle East Learning
Technologies (MELT) Forum

Workshops—Hands-on workshops will give participants opportunities to gain experience with
new distance education technologies and will demonstrate innovative ways to use current
technology to improve distance education courses.

Conference information and registration—Visit the conference page on the Office of
Distance Education Website [http://distance.nmsu.edu/decon04/] to find the conference
schedule, travel information, and registration forms for the event. You may register online and
pay the $25 conference fee by calling Lori Ditmore at 505.646.8227 or 800.821.1574 (toll free in
NM). Call 505.646.4692 for additional information.

WebCT Tutorials
This series of interactive

tutorials is-a great way to
get started with WebCT.

http:/ /distance/nmsu.edu/sop/
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New Interactive WebCT
Tutorials for Students

The College of Extended Learning released a
new series of WebCT tutorials to help
students simulate the basic tasks they
perform while using the program. See full
story on page 3.

Madinat Jumeirah, Dubai, UAE
Sep 24-25 Distance Education
Conference: Best Practices in
Distance Education for Health
Professions Omaha, Nebraska

For more events, information, and
links, visit the DE Clearinghouse
Conference Database
[www1.uwex.edu/disted/conf/].
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Phillip Johnson

Web & Multimedia
Designer, College of
Extended Learning

As a designer for the College of
Extended Learning, Phillip
Johnson has the opportunity to
work on a number of varied and
interesting projects. Most
recently, Phillip was part of the
team that created the Online
WebCT tutorials. As the project's
multimedia designer, his goal was
to create an easy-to-use, flexible,
and streamlined interface that
would allow the project's content
developers to focus on creating a
useful, interactive learning
experience.

“We began with a fairly simple
concept for these tutorials, but as
we went along we kept adding
new functionality to enrich the
experience. | think, in the end, that
we turned out a product that
students will use and benefit
greatly from.”

Learning Technologies
Usergroup Meeting

The organizational meeting for
the Usergroup will be September
10 from 1:30-3:00 in Milton Hall
Room 80.

At this meeting, Jennifer Villa,
Director of Learning Resources in
the College of Education, will
present how to help our students
deal with Spyware and Popup
menus. Following her talk, we will
discuss the agenda for the
Usergroup meetings for this
academic year.

Meetings (September, October,
November, February, March, and
April) will be the second Friday of
the month from 1:30-3:00 in
Milton Hall Room 80.

Frequently asked questions about distance
education and the College of Extended Learning

What is distance education?

Distance Education at NMSU delivers instruction to place-bound students who cannot
travel to a campus. Delivery methods may include face-to-face interaction and
synchronous or asynchronous written, electronic, or other media.

Is the quality of a distance education course comparable to a main campus course?
Yes. Research indicates no significant difference between distance and face-to-face
learning. Some research indicates that students in distance learning courses have more
effective learning experiences,improved grades, and a greater sense of satisfaction with
their learning. According to the Pew Foundation website, many universities have cut costs,
increased retention, improved student learning, and reached more students by redesigning
courses to include distance education.

How is NMSU ensuring that the educational needs of students are being served
through distance education?

Historically, students who enroll in distance education courses are accommodating issues of
convenience, location, time, and personal or professional responsibilities. These “non-
traditional” students need distance education, and by adapting existing degree programs
and developing new ones, conducting targeted marketing, and innovating existing student
services and support, we aim to meet and exceed the needs of this population.

Distance education provides quality, viable alternatives to all students, including main
campus students, who enroll in distance education courses for whatever reasons. A strong
distance education program broadens learning opportunities for all.

Where do | find resources and support to help create and design a distance education
course?

One great place to find support is on the Office of Distance Education website at
www.nmsu.edu/distance.Here, in the Faculty section of the site, are links to NMSU
organizations that specialize in professional development opportunities and ongoing
support for distance education faculty.

The Teaching Academy offers regular workshops and teleconferences each semester along
with special guest speaker events on topics of interest to NMSU distance education faculty.

ICT Training Services provides training in WebCT and Centra, software for synchronous web
delivery. Centra allows conducting virtual or "live" classroom events through the web.

NMSU's National Science Foundation ADVANCE Program has offered distance education-
related workshops and seminars. Funded by a $3.7 million NSF grant, the program's goal is
to increase the number of women in tenure-track faculty positions in the sciences,
technology, math, and engineering by 20 percent over the next five years.

What level of compensation, monetary and otherwise, will | receive for participation
in distance education?

The Policy and Funding Subcommittee of the Distance Education Advisory Board will
present recommendations to the Faculty Senate for action.
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